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BACKGROUND 
-Aim was to examine the characteristics of support 

for innovation processes in NWFP.  
-Typical enterprises in the sector are small-scale 

and family owned.  
-There is a large unused potential for NWFP to 

support rural development and livelihoods.  

 
RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

-What were the factors that supported  their 
development and  marketing? 

-Which things were helpful for creating the 
innovation, developing the project and for 

marketing the products? 

CONCEPT 
-Four innovative cases in a “small “personalized 

sector  were studied  
-There have been attempts to understand and 

assess the importance of the factors having impact 
on innovation, besides solely R&D (Edquist 1997, 

Edquist and Johnson 1997, Weiss 2011).  

 
METHODS 

-Empirical research in four European regions  
-Semi-structured qualitative interviews with the 
people involved (the owners and other relevant 

personnel or stakeholders in each case).  
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RESULTS 

FINANCING + 
 -Mostly self-financing from 

main job, slow growth, low risk. 
-Grants from regional sources 

(FI). (“no-one would have 
borrowed us money for that”, 

INT I, S) 

COORDINATION AND 
COOPERATION ++ 

-Networking via Research and 
Education organizations 

-Own retail and institutional 
networks are very important. 

 
 

INFORMATION +++ 
-Most was “self-taught”  

-Some Advice, technical information, 
etc. of research institutes, regional 
authorities, regional development 

organizations. (“One day the 
knowledge took over”, INT 1, W) 

 

This poster highlights the results of four selected in-depth case studies 
documented in a forthcoming paper as part of the dissemination 
strategy in STARTREE (EU project 311919).    


