
Informal institutions governing access and harvesting of NWFP:  
findings from ten in-depth case studies 

This poster highlights some of the results of the in-depth case studies documented in Prokofieva et al. (2015): 
Informal institutions and stakeholder perceptions of institutional role in selected regions. Project deliverable 
D4.3. StarTree project (EU project 311919).    
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Background 

    NWFP harvesting and trade is governed 
by an amalgam of formal and informal 
institutions based on statutory, customary 
and market norms and traditions 

 
    Understanding the nature of local 
informal institutions and underlying social 
interactions is key for gaining insight into the 
influence of policies aiming to support and 
encourage NWFP sector development  

Material and methods 

Face-to-face 
interview Transcription 

Coding and 
text analysis 

10 case study regions 

78 interviews 

Findings 

Mushrooms, berries, 
herbs, moss, game 

Pickers’ profiles 

Recreational picker 
Commercial picker 

Harvesting practices 

Good practices uniform  
across countries 
Family tradition 
Own secret spot 

Attitudes towards pickers 

Acceptance 
Indifference 

Hostility 

Local vs. external 
Distance from home 
Scale of collection 
Product use 
Degree of processing 
Harvesting practices 

Competition for resources 
Perceived ownership over 
resources in use and access 
rights 
Damages to resource 

Interactions 
between formal and 
informal institutions 

Informal institutions frequently precede formal regulations 
Social control and social pressure complementary and substitutive 
to formal control 
Local informal codes of conduct for adhering to legal frameworks 

Informal norms ease the pressure of formal regulations, and may enable 
the development of formal and informal economy, having a positive 

impact on local livelihoods and in some cases on the value chain 
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