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METHODOLOGY 
Focus: Policies & Frameworks for NWFPs 
Key message: Favorable policy decisions concerning NWFPs have the potential to create and pro-

mote value chains, rural and community development, and ensure food security with the added bo-
nus of climate change mitigation 

APPROACH 

FAO’S STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK, SUPPORTING SDG IMPLEMENTATION 
Help eliminate hunger, food insecurity and malnutrition 
Make agriculture, forestry and fisheries more productive and sustainable 
Reduce rural poverty 
Enable inclusive and efficient agricultural and food systems 
Increase the resilience of livelihoods to threats and crises 

OUTLOOK 
 

NWFPs  

for the 

SDGs 

No Poverty (SDG1) – Value chains of NWFPs could support the foun-
dation and development of micro businesses in rural areas (Czech Re-
public). NWFPs can be a valuable source of revenue for local commu-
nities (Croatia, Belize, and Jamaica). Forest resources generate signifi-

cant added value and employment (Honduras and Jamaica) and in-
creased incomes and livelihood of the rural population (Georgia, Mol-

dova, Slovakia, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Guatemala). 

Zero Hunger (SDG2) - NWFPs provide nutritious foods for the food insecure rural 
communities. School feeding programmes adopt NWFP trees (Armenia). NWFPs 
provide products and services for both domestic consumption and international 

trade (Estonia, Montenegro, and Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC). 

Good Health and Wellbeing (SDG3) - NWFPs have medicinal 
and cosmetic uses/values, yielding health benefits by using for-
ests as a recreational and spiritual place while serving tourism 

(Croatia, Estonia, Macedonia, Montenegro, Uzbekistan). 

Quality Education (SDG4) - Forest schools and forest education 
enable knowledge of NWFPs (Poland, Moldova, and LAC). Pro-

tection of ecosystem services and strengthening the knowledge 
base of the side-use of forest and NWFPs are common to na-

tional forest policies (Hungary, Ukraine). LAC  calls for academia 
and research for NWFPs to promote public awareness. 

Gender Equality (SDG5) - Collection of NWFPs is closely 
linked with gender sensitive approaches (Paraguay, Belize, 
Azerbaijan), focus on special interest groups like rural and 

indigenous communities (Jamaica, Chile, Colombia) 

Clean Water and Sanitation (SDG6) – Forests are acknowledged 
in LAC as vital for watershed. Subsidies to private forest area own-
ers for the maintenance of underground water quality (Czech Re-

public). 

Clean Energy (SDG7) Hydro energy is intimately connected to 
side-use of forests, so NWFPs coming from trees contribute to 

watershed (Brazil, Paraguay, Honduras and Azerbaijan). 

Good Jobs and Economic Growth (SDG8) Considering NWFP lack 
of statistical date (value) could bring countries to higher income (by 
GDP calculation). More efficient use of forest resources by increas-
ing the volume of production through value chains could meet the 
needs of the domestic market and increase the export potential of 

the forest complex (Colombia). 

Innovation and Infrastructure (SDG9) Development of ecotourism with use 
of forest products (NWFPs included) to grant access of local businesses for for-

est related operations (Czech Republic). In Belize, palm leaves are used for 
thatching roofs. In Trinidad and Tobago, fibers for construction. 

Reduced Inequalities (SDG10) NWFPs community-based programs for the 
most vulnerable communities to improve their livelihoods. Indigenous land 

rights for citizens (Belize, Jamaica, Bolivia, Peru). 

Sustainable Cities and Communities (SDG11) Sustainable 
management of NWFPs promotes sustainable communities 
(Central Asia, Armenia, LAC).  In Guatemala, the Uaxactún 
community livelihood depends on the elaboration of bayal 

into handicraft. 

Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions (SDG16) Policy frameworks can address and support successful governance through strong insti-
tutions and specialized NWFPs Units in relevant Ministries (Azerbaijan). Contribution of the forestry sector  and NWFPs to the national 

economy and rural development through sustainable forest management, ensuring renewable resources and protection of environment, 
and providing products and services for improving the quality of life of all citizens (LAC). 

Responsible Consumption (SDG12) Focusing on NWFPs 
for ancestral knowledge (LAC, Central Asia, Poland). Re-

lated agroforestry practices are used for collection of 
mushrooms and rare species (Serbia). ‘Cosmovision Ma-
ya’ inherently promotes ancestral values. (Guatemala) 

Life Below Water (SDG14) Fish from forests are 
usually included as NWFPs (Belarus, Kazakhstan, 
Moldova, Slovakia, Trinidad and Tobago, Belize). 

NWFPs can serve as food for fish, as well as 
maintaining coral reefs (Jamaica). 

Life on Land (SDG15) - NWFPs feed animals (in forests which are considered NWFPs) as well as to rural populations. Multipurpose trees in Azerbaijan, Jamaica, Guatemala (chicle, xate), Paraguay (palo santo) sustain 
life on land. Sustainable development of forest ecosystems includes: biodiversity and their ecological, productive, and social functions (Bosnia and Herzegovina). Ensuring sustainable development of the forest sector by 
achieving an optimal balance between environmental functions of forests and their ability to provide long-term tangible benefits and services may be achieved through agroforestry practices (Chile). Utilisation of NWFPs 

through integrated forest management based on sustainable sylviculture, ecological, and socio-economic approach ensures conditions for sustainable exploitation and additional incomes to the local population 
(Macedonia, Montenegro, El Salvador, Colombia). Establishing associations by private owners and other stakeholders for the harvesting of NTFPs sustains livelihoods. Acceptance and support to entrepreneurship in forest-

related practices, like the processing of NTFPs is necessary for the sustainable use of forest resources (Montenegro, Slovakia, Jamaica, and Saint Lucia). 

Partnerships for the Goals (SDG17) Private and public partnerships for 
NWFPs value chains are essential for the sector. Intergovernmental partner-

ships for NWFPs forums (Bosnia and Herzegovina). Creating enabling environ-
ments to encourage private sector investment, as well as investment by, and 

involvement of local communities and special interest groups (Jamaica). 

Climate Action (SDG13) Forests (NWFPs) re-
duce carbon in atmosphere, and provide cli-
mate change mitigation (Azerbaijan, Croatia, 

Lithuania, Turkmenistan, LAC). 

mailto:Jorge.Benitez@fao.org
mailto:anastasiia.kraskovska@gmail.com
mailto:irina.buttoud@FAO.org

