
NON-WOOD, NON-TIMBER, WILD FOREST PRODUCTS:  
current challenges for a future common understanding  

DEFINITION 
The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) defines 

non-wood forest products (NWFPs) as goods of biological origin other than 

wood derived from forests, other wooded land, and trees outside forests. 

METHODOLOGY 

 

REGIONAL FINDINGS FOR EASTERN EUROPE AND CENTRAL ASIA (EECA) 
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Central Asia (5 countries) Eastern Europe (20 countries)

WB classification 8 high income, 11 upper-middle and 7 low-middle income 

Regional definitions 

include 
forest side-use, wild, secondary, non-timber, non-wood, minor 

Important NWFPs 

foliage, berries, mushrooms, bee products herbs, seeds, bark, resins, dyes 

and craft materials, fodder/ hay, Christmas trees, game, birch juice, snails, 

pine nuts, dog-rose, and truffles 

Forest services 
ecotourism and hunting tourism, spiritual and religious use of forests,  

silvopastoral practices, and apiculture 

REGIONAL FINDINGS FOR LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN (LAC) 
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Number of documents related to NWFPs

South America (10 countries) Central America (6 countries) Caribbean (13 countries)

WB classification 8 high, 14 upper-middle, and 4 lower-middle income 

Area information 
15% of global surface area, 30% of the global precipitation, 33% of  

watersheds 

Regional definitions 

include 

side-use of forest, silvester fauna and flora (wild), secondary, non-

timber, non-wood, minor 

Forest services 

climate change, rural poverty reduction, sustainable forest manage-

ment, natural resource management, biodiversity preservation, ances-

tral knowledge, value chains, market-access, credit-access, agroforest-

ry, forest-industry, protected area 

GENERAL FINDINGS 
NWFPs are commonly mentioned, but not necessarily defined by the 25 EE-

CA countries and 26 LAC countries. When definitions are provided in policy in-

struments they align to FAO’s definition, but also include side-use of forests, sec-

ondary-forest products, and ecological services. The variation is not only linguis-

tic, but a matter of inclusion or exclusion of other values. 

NWFPs values 

 

POLICY FRAMEWORKS AND POLICY INSTRUMENTS IN EECA AND LAC 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EECA: 11 out of 25 countr ies men-

tion NWFPs in  national forest policies 

(44%) 

LAC: 15 out of 26 countr ies mention 

NWFPs in  national forest policies (58%) 
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POLICY FRAMEWORKS AND INSTRUMENTS

Eastern Europe and Central Asia

Latin America and the Caribbean

REGIONS LAND FOREST % of FOREST

Caribbean 135,299                               44,024                              32.54%

Central America 387,980                               171,363                            44.17%

South America 17,013,892                         8,020,226                        47.14%

Eastern Europe 19,943,872                         8,860,036                        44.42%

Central Asia 3,936,790                           117,049                            2.97%

REGIONAL DATA on LAND and FOREST AREAS (in sq. km. )

OUTLOOK 
A cross-regional review of national policies and policy instruments on NWFPs for 

EECA and LAC highlights the diversity of NWFP definitions and interpretations. Beyond 

linguistic variations, the inclusion or exclusion of other values is central to the evolving 

definition of a still uncoined term. NWFPs are characterized by their immense and unex-

plored potential.  

Policy and legal frameworks can provide the necessary enabling environment to 

unlock the unknown potential of NWFPs. NWFPs may very well provide a vehicle to-

wards sustainable development, while addressing environmental concerns and ensuring 

rural-poverty alleviation and food security. 

KEY QUESTIONS 
1. How can governments and international organizations approach a common regional and global definition of NWFPs? 

2. Generally countries’ national forest policies elude to the inherent values and importance of NWFPs. How can the current definition be shifted from a location-based approach to a value-inclusive alternative?  

3. How can policy frameworks be enhanced to improve the impact of policies that address present social, economic, and environmental concerns? 

4. How can highlighting the importance and cross-sectoral potential of NWFPs support the achievement of SDGs? 
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